
153 Newton Street
South Hadley, MA 01075

TEL: 418.688.5063

FAX: 418.582.6688

High School

 

Dear Parent or Guardian:

The South Hadley Public School District values the cultural and linguistic diversity of our community, an important goal is to
adopt the principles of proficiency in World Language as well as in English for EL students (English Learner). This is a
progressive philosophy that is spreading across the nation with the advancementofthe Seal of Biliteracy. As such, we are
pleased to inform you of our School District’s participation in the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy. The Seal of
Biliteracy is for any student who demonstrates proficiency in English and any other language, whether they speak the non-
English language at homeorlearnedit at school or in the community. The State Seal of Biliteracy aimsto:

Encourage students to study and master languages;
Certify attainmentofbiliteracy skills;
Recognize the value of language diversity;
Provide employers with a method ofidentifying people with language andbiliteracy skills;
Provide universities with a methodto recognize and give credit to applicants for attainment of high-level skills in
languages;

Prepare students with skills that will benefit them in the labor market andthe globalsociety;
Strengthen intergroup communication and honor the multiple cultures and languages in a community

In order to earn the Seal of Biliteracy, students must:

1. Demonstrate a high level of proficiency in English by satisfying one of the following:
Earna score of 240 or higher on the Grade 10 Legacy ELA MCAS(472 on Next-Gen MCAS)
Earn a score of 220 or higher on the Grade 10 Legacy ELA MCAS(455 on Next-Gen MCAS)and complete an
Educational Proficiency Plan

2. Demonstrate a high level of proficiency in a foreign language throughone ofthe following:
Attaining a minimum score equivalent to Intermediate-High on a state approved assessment
For languages that do not have readily available assessments, completing a portfolio demonstrating Intermediate-
High proficiency in speaking, writing, reading, andlistening.

3. Complete Application with School Counselorprior to February 1st of their senior year

By offering the Seal of Biliteracy to our students, we hope to honorthebilingual students in our community, as well as
encourage more students to pursue foreign language proficiency. The Seal of Biliteracy provides nationally recognized
evidenceto universities and businessesthat our students have attained this critical 21st-century skill. This not only involves
learning another language but learning how to communicate effectively with people from other cultures. This skill is an asset
that students can highlight in both college and job applications. We look forward to honoring the language expertise and
diversity in our district through this initiative. If you have any further questions, please contact Elizabeth Wood,Interim
Principal, South Hadley High School.

Respectfully,

Elizabeth Wood

“Adapted from Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education website.

 

All students, regardless ofrace, color, sex, genderidentity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability or homelessness, have
equal access to the general education program andthe full range ofany occupational and vocational education programs offered by the
South Hadley Public Schools


